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STEP 43 | Under the rug
with Irina Novarese

The site-specific installation Under the Rug is an investigation into the gestures of knotting and weaving.

Knotting material to create one’s own work, the artistic work, the craft work. Knotting fibers and threads to create rugs, knot-
ting aluminium to create a possible cartography of experiences and perspectives during a month spent in Nea lonia. Weaving
relationships with people and spaces, observing the interwoven patterns and junctions of the urban structure. Junctions that
lead back to historical entanglements, developed around - again - personal entanglements. This research began by tying the
first knot around the site of Yellow Brick. From there, the first threads stretch towards the Center for the Study and Promotion
of Asia Minor Culture (KE.MI.PO.) and expand within different directions in Nea lonia. Its history of migration and the textile
industry, some historical novels (translated into English) about the ,Asia Minor catastrophe” and a focus on how women might
have shaped the developing urban space around them are among the directions my gaze has taken. Under the Rug does

not tell a story, but rather tells of my journey of orientation and returning to the process and practice of weaving, tells about
linking information, impressions, and imagination.

Between past and present, the weaves move between personal and narrated experiences and remain open to new intersec-
tions. Thus, the house key in the pocket of a woman who arrived from Asia Minor in 1923, a symbol of hope and the desire

to return to one’s place, reminds to the Palestinian key, a symbol of homes lost in the Nakba of 1948, which appears more
relevant than ever.

H eykatdotaon Under the Rug gival pia Siepelvnon OXETIKA LIE TIC XEIPOVORIEC TOU TIAEEIUATOC Kal TNG VPAVTIKAG. MAéKoVTAG
TO UAIKO SnpIoupYEital To €pyo, TO KAOAMTEXVIKO €PYO KAl TO XEIPOTEXVIKO £py0. H KaAATEXVNG peTagpalel To SECIHO VWV Kal
VNUATWV yla T dnuiovpyia XaAiwy, oto d€aipo aloupiviou yia Tn dnuioupyia piag méavig XapToypapnong Twy EUTEIPIWIV
IOV €1y Katd N Sidpkela NG Siapovic T otn Néa lwvia. Yeaivel e agopun TIC TPOOWTIIKES MAPTUPLES TWV AVOPWTTWV TTOU
OUVAVTNOE KAl XWPOUG TTOU TTEPINYNONKE, TApATNEWVTAG Ta HOTIRa Kal TG SIa0TAUPWOELS TNG ACTIKNAG SOUNG.

H épeguva Eekiva amo To Yellow Brick kat emekteivetal mpog to Kévtpo Imoudnc kat Avadeléng Mikpaaotatikou MoAitiopou
Anpou Néag lwviag (KE.MIL.NO.) Siepeuvwvtag Tig evoldueoeg meptoxeg tnG Néag lwviag. H kahitéxvng eotialel oto pdro

TWV YUVAIKWY 0TNV TOTE TOTIIKI KOVwVid Kal SlEpeuva TNV 1oTopia NS «MIKPACIATIKAG KATACTPOPrC» KAl TTWE Ol YUVAIKEG
eMNP&aoav Kal SIapop@Woav Tov TOTE AVATTTUCOCOUEVO AOTIKO 10TO. MENETA IOTOPIEC TTOU APOPOUV TN LETAVACTEVUCN KAl

TNV KAwoToUpavTtoupyia Kal IoTOPIKA HubloTopripata (Petappacpéva ota ayyAikd). To Under the Rug dev agnyeitat tnv
1otopia, aA\A To TPOoCoWTIKO Ta&id1 TNG KAANITEXVIOOG OTNV TOTIKY I0TOPIA KAl TOV EMAVATTIPOCSIOPIOHOU TNG TIAEKTIKNG WG
MEOW avaoToxaouoU Kat agrynone. Meta&u mape\OovTog Kal TapovTog, Ta UQPACHATA KIVOUVTAL LETAEU TTPOCWITIKWY KAl
APNYNHATIKWV EUTTIEIPLWV KAl TTAPAUEVOUV AVOIXTA O€ VEEC SIAOTAUPWOELS, UPAIVOVTAG CUVOEEL TTANPOPOPIEC, EVTUTTIWOEIC KAl
(PAVTUCIAKEG EMEENYNOEILG.

'Etol, To KA€ISi TOU OTITIOU OTNV TOETN MIAG yuvaikag ou épTaoce amo Tn Mikpd Acia to 1923, yivetal cupfolo g eAmmidag kai
NG embupiag va emoTpéPel Kaveig oTov Tomo tou, Bupilel To maAaloTiviako KAeLS, cUPBOAO Twv OTITIWV TTOU XAOnKav oTn
Nakuma tou 1948, 1o omoio epgavileTal mo emikaipo amd moTe.

We would like to thank the KE.MI.PO and especially Mr Gerasimos Likoudis for their consultation and support.
Evxapiotoupe Ogppua to KE.MI.MO kat Tov K. Fepdcipo Aukoudn yia tTnv GupfBoAn Toug.

www.yellowbrick.gr
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